14-2                      MARLBOROUGH

Marlborough House, built by the Duchess on
Wren's designs in 1709-1i, at Windsor Lodge and
at Holywell, St. Albans.   He did not live to see
the completion of Blenheim Palace (finished in
1727), by which he set such passionate store.   The
mighty dynast had no son.   Of his four daughters,
Elizabeth Bridgewater, the third, predeceased him
in March, 1714, and his favourite, Anne Sunder-
land, died in April, 1716.   The second death was
probably a cause of his first paralytic seizure in
May of that year.   A second seizure followed in
August.   He made a partial recovery and spent
time taking the waters at Tunbridge Wells and
Bath.   He used, so it was said, to walk to the Spa
at Bath so as to save the sixpence on the chairman.
He was, as he knew, but the shadow of the hand-
some soldier who had won the battle of Ouden-
arde at the age of fifty-eight.   One day he gazed
at his portrait by Kneller and murmured, " This
was once a man."   His domestic peace was con-
stantly rent.   Sarah, still in full possession of her
explosive faculties, " prowled round his couch like
a she-bear guarding her slowly dying mate and
tearing  all, friend  or foe,  who  approached"
(Churchill),   She quarrelled alike with his friend
and successor as Commander-in-Chief, General
Cadogan, with Sir John Vanbrugh, the architect
of Blenheim, and with her two surviving daughters,
Henrietta Godolphin and Mary Montagu.   Marl-
borough's last extant letter, written in 1721, says :
"I believe I am the worse to see my children
live so ill with a mother for whom I must have the
greatest tenderness and regard."   He died, rich
and admired, on June 16, 1722, at the age of